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Structure

• On the status of the Moldovan language

• Wikimoldia from a technical perspective

– Concept

– Usage data

– Functionality and difficulties

• Wikimoldia from a sociolinguistic perspective
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Does a Moldovan language exist?
• “(nichtwissenschaftliche) Alltagsbezeichnung” (Gabinskij 2002: 133)

• “au fost legiferate tezele staliniste false despre apartenența etnică și lingvistică a populației românești prin
introducerea în legea fundamentală a sintagmelor ‘limbă moldovenească’ și ‘popor moldovenesc’ contrare
adevărului științific și istoric.” (Cimpoeșu/Musteață 2018: 61)

• “Subglottonym des Glottonyms Rumänisch” (Gabinskij 2002: 139)

• ≠ Moldovan dialect as a geolectic area situated north of the Dakoromanian dialect (cf. Olariu 2017: 108)

June 19, 2020

Romanisches Seminar

‘(non-scientific) everyday term’

‘false Stalinist theses on the ethnic and linguistic affiliation of the Romanian population were 
legislated by introducing into the fundamental law the phrases ‘Moldovan language’ and ‘Moldovan 
people’ contrary to scientific and historical truth.’

‘subglottonym of the glottonym Romanian’
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Romania_Graiuri.jpg
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Introduction and abolition of the Moldovan language
• 1990/91: reintroduction of the Latin alphabet in the independent Republic of Moldova: 

“decretarea limbii române ca limbă de stat și reintroducerea alfabetului latin, din 3 noiembre
1990” (apud Cimpoeșu/Musteață 2018: 50)

• 1994: “limba de stat a Republicii Moldova este limba moldovenească” (apud Olariu 2017: 22)

• 2008: Repeal of standard ISO 639 “mo”/“mol” and replacement by “ro”/“ron”/“rum”

• 2013: “prevederea conținută în Declarația de Independență referitoare la limba română ca
limbă de stat a Republicii Moldova prevalează asupra prevederii referitoare la limba
moldovenească conținute în articolul 13 al Constituției”          (apud Cimpoeșu/Musteață 2018: 24)
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‘the decreeing of the Romanian language as state language and the 
reintroduction of the Latin alphabet, from November 3, 1990’

‘the state language of the Republic of Moldova is the Moldovan language’

‘the provision contained in the Declaration of Independence regarding the Romanian language as state 
language of the Republic of Moldova prevails over the provision regarding the Moldovan language 
contained in Article 13 of the Constitution’
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Stages of the (new) Cyrillic transliteration

• 1928-33: Introduction of Cyrillic script in 
Transnistria oriented towards Russian writing 
conventions

• since 1937: firm establishment of Cyrillic script 
in Transnistria

• 1944-1991: Cyrillic script of Romanian in the 
entire Soviet Republic of Moldova (cf. Kramer 1989: 15)

June 19, 2020

Romanisches Seminar
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Principles of the Moldovan standard 

in Cyrillic script
• Greatest possible degree of consistency with Russian, 

with the permission of autonomous rules

June 19, 2020
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Sound Russian „Moldovan“ Romanian

[ʲ] ь ь i

[ɨ] ы ы â, î

[ə] - (э ≙ [ɛ]) э ă

[dʒ͡] - ӂ g (+e/i)

[iʲa] ия ия ia

[l] ль л l

Christian Koch 8



Philosophische Fakultät

Department xx

Principles of the Moldovan standard 

in Cyrillic script

• Orientation to the Romanian pronunciation 
standard, not to regional characteristics     
(Gabinskij 2002: 135)

• Rejection of the so-called limbă păsărească as 
a high-level language oriented to the Romanian 
standard (especially in the field of lexis)

June 19, 2020

Romanisches Seminar
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On the vitality of Moldovan as a 

language

• Identification with Moldovan as a language at 
the institutional level only in the separatist 
Republic of Transnistria

• Definition of the language apart from some 
Russianisms mainly by the Cyrillic script

June 19, 2020
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Wikimoldia

• Contribution to minority language revitalization 
analogous to Wikipedia (cf. Coulmas 2018: 198f.)

• 09/2018 put online: wikimoldia.org

• Phantom page of the Romanian Wikipedia in 
automatic transliteration in Cyrillic script

• Replacement of Wikipedia by Викимолдия

• 09/2019: Online presence removed

• 520 pages archived (Wayback Machine)

June 19, 2020

Romanisches Seminar
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Data on use (SimilarWeb)
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https://news.ru/europe/slova-ob-iznasilovannoj-devochke-stoili-rumynskomu-ministru-dolzhnosti/
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Automatic transliteration
• PHP-script „slava37md2“ (https://github.com/slava37md2/wikimoldia)

– 361 paragraphs
– 9,807 characters

• Assignment operators for all letters of the 
Romanian alphabet and k, q, w, x, y.

• Description of the script:
“Скрипт переводит румынские буквы в 
кириллицу. Можно переводить интернет-
страницы. Например Википедию.”

June 19, 2020

Romanisches Seminar

‘The script translates Romanian letters into Cyrillic. 
You can translate web pages. For example Wikipedia.’
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Simple assignments

• case "J":

echo "Ж";

break;

• case "d":

echo "д";

break;

June 19, 2020
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Complex assignments
• case "c":

{if ($str[$i+1]=="e" or str[$i+1]=="i" or 
$str[$i+1]=="E" or $str[$i+1]=="I")

{echo "ч";
break;}

if (($str[$i+1]=="h" or $str[$i+1]=="H") 
and ($str[$i+2]=="e" or $str[$i+2]=="i" or 
$str[$i+2]=="E" or $str[$i+2]=="I") )
{$i=$i+1; echo "к";

break;}

echo "к";
break;

June 19, 2020

Romanisches Seminar
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Complex assignments
case "i":       { if( ifword("iugoslav","югослав") )break;if( 
ifword("iulie","юлие") )break; if( ifword("iunie","юние") )break;               if 
(($str[$i-1]=="i" or $str[$i-1]=="I" or $str[$i-1]=="u" or $str[$i-1]=="U" or 
$str[$i-1]=="e" or $str[$i-1]=="E" or $str[$i-1]=="a" or $str[$i-1]=="A" or 
$str[$i-1]=="o" or $str[$i-1]=="O") and ifnebukva($i+1)) {       echo "й";         
break;}              /*if (($str[$i+1]=="a" or $str[$i+1]=="A") and 
($str[$i+2]=="r" or $str[$i+2]=="R") ) {       echo "й";         break;}*/ if( 
ifword("iar","яр") )break;              /*if ($str[$i+1]=="u" or $str[$i+1]=="U")  
{       $i=$i+1; echo "ю";         break;}*/              if (($str[$i-1]=="z" or 
$str[$i-1]=="Z" or $str[$i-1]=="n" or $str[$i-1]=="N" or $str[$i-1]=="r" or 
$str[$i-1]=="R" or $str[$i-1]=="t" or $str[$i-1]=="T" or           $str[$i-1]=="l" 
or $str[$i-1]=="L" or $str[$i-1]=="g" or $str[$i-1]=="G" or $str[$i-1]=="m" or 
$str[$i-1]=="M" or $str[$i-1]=="b" or $str[$i-1]=="B" or $str[$i-1]=="v" or 
$str[$i-1]=="V" or $str[$i-1]=="f" or $str[$i-1]=="F" or         ($str[$i-
2]==chr(200) and $str[$i-1]==chr(155) ) or ($str[$i-2]==chr(200) and $str[$i-
1]==chr(154) ) or ($str[$i-2]==chr(200) and $str[$i-1]==chr(152) ) or 
($str[$i-2]==chr(200) and $str[$i-1]==chr(153) )//ши превращается в шь ) and 

ifnebukva($i+1)) {       echo "ь";         break;}              if 
(($str[$i-1]=="c" or $str[$i-1]=="C" ) and ifnebukva($i+1)) {       //echo "ь";         
break;}               echo "и";        break; }
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• Diphthongization: ю, я, й,
• Palatization: ь
• vocal i: и
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O limbă reprezintă un
sistem abstract, 
complex, de 
comunicare verbală
între oameni. În afară
de forma orală (limba
vorbită), bazată pe
articularea de sunete, 
limbile actuale au în
general și o formă
grafică, limba scrisă.

О лимбэ репрезинтэ ун 

систем абстракт, 

комплекс, де 

комуникаре вербалэ 

ынтре оамень. Ын афарэ 

де форма оралэ (лимба 

ворбитэ), базатэ пе 

артикуларя де сунете, 

лимбиле актуале ау ын 
ӂенерал ши о формэ 

графикэ, лимба скрисэ.
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https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Limbi

Example
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https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limb%C4%83_vorbit%C4%83
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limb%C4%83_scris%C4%83
https://web.archive.org/web/20190314053708/http:/wikimoldia.org/index.php?page=/wiki/Limb%C4%83_vorbit%C4%83
https://web.archive.org/web/20190314053708/http:/wikimoldia.org/index.php?page=/wiki/Limb%C4%83_scris%C4%83
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Difficulties

• Foreign words and proper names

• Homography

• Abbrevations
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Romanian pronunciation correct automatic

tu dormi [ˈdormʲ] дормь
дормь

tu vei dormi [dorˈmi] дорми

Romanian correct automatic

cm чм
км

km км

cf. Forum 
posthttps://github.com/slava3
7md2/wikimoldia/issues/2

Christian Koch 24
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Potentials of Wikimoldia
• Access to the Romanian Wikipedia for a Cyrillic 

socialized audience

• Accelerated creation of an encyclopedia, in a 
language whose distance to Romanian is 
primarily defined by the script

• Potential to improve automated transliteration 
or to design a Wikimoldia with individual 
content

June 19, 2020

Romanisches Seminar
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Outlook: Is (or was) Wikimoldia a politically 
motivated project?
• General suspicion of a post-Soviet ideology 

(Moldovan ideology “creat în laboratoarele
Moscovei”, Cimpoeșu/Musteață 2018: 236)

• Wikimoldia as a liberal oriented project?
– Access to Romanian content as a rapprochement with 

the Republic of Moldova, Romania and Europe

– limba păsărească in protest against socialism                  
(cf. Garbinskij 2002: 135)
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‘created in Moscow laboratories’
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Вэ мулцумеск пентру атенцие!
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