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Multi-Gender Hebrew / Michal Shomer

Creating a New Space in the Hebrew Language

Background
Hebrew is a very gendered language - all its verbs, nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and essentially all words,
have a grammatical gender — either masculine or feminine — similarly to French, Spanish or German, but
even more. Additionally, in day-to-day use, the masculine form is the "standard” and most common form.
This poses a challenge for a progressive society that wishes to be inclusive, and that aims to promote
equality for women and non-binary people.

In the past few years, the role of Hebrew in allowing gender equality has become part of the discussion
in Israeli society and media. Research has shown that using the "standard” masculine form has a negative

impact on girls and women and their chance to succeed in modern society.

About Multi-Gender Hebrew

Multi-Gender Hebrew is a new set of innovative all-inclusive Hebrew letters facilitating multi-gender
reading and writing (Heb: n"1T7an"21 n*ay), created by designer Michal shomer. The Multi-Gender Hebrew
makes women present in the Hebrew language and forms a linguistic space for non-binary identities. Multi-
Gender Hebrew consists of 12 new characters: 11 new letters and one Nikud sign. These glyphs have been
implemented in font files, and a new digital keyboard was developed, which allows Hebrew speakers to use

the new signs.

Materials

(a) Link to the Multi-Gender Hebrew website, where users can explore the new letters and download the

type & digital keyboard for free: multigenderhebrew.com

(b) Links to the social media accounts of Multi-Gender Hebrew -
Facebook: facebook.com/MultiGenderHebrew

Instagram: instagram.com/multigenderhebrew

(c) Link to an interview (Hebrew) with creator & designer of Multi-Gender Hebrew, Michal Shomer, by

the Israeli Public Broadcasting, Kan: facebook.com/watch/?v=930277104181770

(d) Examples of Multi-Gender Hebrew in use, page 2

(e) The phrase "Welcome” written in Multi-Gender Hebrew, page 3

(f) Signage in Israel of the phrase "Welcome” written in Multi-Gender Hebrew, page 4


https://multigenderhebrew.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MultiGenderHebrew
https://www.instagram.com/multigenderhebrew
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=930277104181770
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d) Examples of Multi-Gender Hebrew in use
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e) The phrase "Welcome” written in Multi-Gender Hebrew

NINaAN 12112 O0'Nan 073112

Welcome (feminine) Welcome (masculine)
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Welcome (Multi-Gender)

, 1
n'alo on 1] Final Tem 1 0 Yuv



4/4 mMTanT1Y n"Miy Q

Multi-Gender Hebrew / Michal Shomer

Creating a New Space in the Hebrew Language

f) Sign in Israel of the phr "Welcome” written in Multi-Gender Hebrew
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Shoham, at the Town’s Entrance Ness Ziona, City Hall "Partner” Company Knesset (Parliament of Israel), the

Committee on the Status of Women and
Gender Equality



